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MEETING SUMMARY:
Tonight's meeting included a demonstration by Miriam Carpenter, a Bucks
County wood artist with a love of trees and nature. She is most well known in
the turning community for her delicately carved leaves, but has an impressive
resume with seven years of work designing furniture with Mira Nakashima,
numerous artist residencies and collaborations in carving and turning, and was
an impromptu demonstrator at Totally Turning in 2016. Check out some good
articles about her at Cleaver (an online magazine), Bucks County Playbook, the
Carpenter Coffee Table at George Nakashima Studio website, and a Mark Sfirri
article in Woodwork Magazine that is available on the Bucks Woodturners site.

NEXT MEETING:
The April meeting, to be held on April 11th at 7:00pm will feature a
demonstration by Dennis Fuge. Phil's open house will be held on the 18.
Subsequent month's demonstrators are as follows:

5/9/17:       Michael Gibson
6/13/17:     HOW show and tell

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Utah Woodturning Symposium: May 1113, Orem UT
AAW 31st Annual International Symposium: June 2225 2017, Kansas City, MO
Wheaton Arts Festival of Fine Craft: October 78, 2017, NJ
Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium: October 2829, 2017, Lancaster, PA

AAW MEMBERSHIP INFO
Phil mentioned in the meeting that the AAW was offering a discounted full
membership, plus an option for a free 60 day trial membership. The discounted
membership will only be available for new members, and will run from April 1st
to June 30th. You can search for New Gen on their site, or call 8775959094 to
enroll. Membership includes 6 issues of American Woodturner, access to past
issues, online videos, and access to an array of educational materials and
additional benefits. See the attached for full description.
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Miriam started her presentation
with some slides showing her
past work and how she
developed the concepts for the
multi axis turning she showed
us.

Her demonstration involved a
delicate bird sculpture, involving
both multi axis turning as well as
an "inside out" turning which
uses an array of four blanks
fastened together in which
individual pieces can then be
rotated. After these steps, her
carving skills come into play to
finish the bird sculpture.
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A multi axis turned
mirror frame that Miriam
designed.

Miriam showed the group how she developed the drawings for the
creation of her bird sculpture. She explained that it was necessary to use
the 45 degree angle seen in the drawing to find the true depth of the
required cuts. The drawing lets her measure the location and depth of all
her cuts to form the basic shape of the bird. 

Anther multi axis project
for a three legged table.



3

VOL 2017 NUMBER 3 March 21, 2017

This sequence shows the four
blanks fastened together to
begin the project. Miriam has
countersunk the screws for
safety and located them in areas
that will stay uncut throughout
the process. She mentioned that
she does come pretty close to
the screws sometimes and has
considered placing the screws
a bit further away from the
cutting area, but was concerned
about splitting the wood towards
the edges.

Cutting begins on the full
assembly, then continues with
the blanks rotated, and then
final touches can be performed
on individual blanks.

After the lathe work, the final
shaping of the bird is done by
hand carving.

Miriam shows the beginning
blank assembly of four pieces.
She has carefully aligned the
grain so that the beak will be
formed in the lighter sapwood,
as shown in the detail below.
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Here's the blank mounted
between centers, with grain
aligned.

Miriam uses templates to set all
of the major cuts.

Here's the shape of one blank in
what appears to be the result of
the first cut of the assembly.

Here's a blank after all the
assembly cuts have been made.
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Cutting the assembly for the
first process. Ghosting shows
for the square form while the
deeper cuts are beginning to
shape the bird.

Miriam passing around a
sample of the assembly. This
one (seen to far left) appears to
be the result of the second cut
of the assembly after rotation of
the pieces. The inside cuts now
match the outside cuts.

An individual blank set up for
the final lathe cutting can now
be seen to be off center.

At the far left, the current state
of the individual blank being
compared to a sample with
some further development.
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Drawings and sketches of the
bird project, including the
details that lead to the depth of
cut calculations.

Miriam showed us her Incra
marking rule, which uses a
mechanical pencil to ride in the
pre-cut grooves (see below).
These rules are handy
especially considering that
Miriam measures her cuts to
the 32nd of an inch.

Miriam also showed off some of
her cool carving tools, including
these mini carving planes,
dental tools used for carving
and, small scraper blades, and
below, the StewMac Ultimate
Scraper. These can be seen on
the Stewart MacDonald
website.
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Miriam's process, from
imagining and drawing her
desired product, planning out
the steps using both multi axis
and inside-out turning, to final
carving of the bird using luthier
style carving tools, was really
amazing and educational. For
her, it seems the lathe was just
one tool in her design and
production process, but which
maybe offers increased speed
and repetition that might not be
possible without it.

A finished bird below:






